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Understanding the
Cinematographers role:
Meet Nicklas!

Welcome to the world of cinematic storytelling, where the Director
of Photography (DoP) plays a multifaceted role, spanning from pre-
production to post production. In this PDF, I'll break down the DoP’s
role into key stages, sharing real-life examples from my own two

decades experience as a Swedish Cinematographer.

With a diverse background in photography, drama, storytelling and
documentary film, I now focus primarily on fiction, shooting across

the globe.

SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE CINEMATOGRAPHER'S ROLE

Photo by Gunnar Jonsson
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CRAFTING VISUAL STORIES

1: The Pre-production
Phase

s m—— __ ——— . Breaking Down the Script

3 ke In pre-production, a DoP's journey begins with script analysis.
Together with the director, we meticulously break down the script
into visual storytelling elements, setting the stage for every scene.
This is where we translate words into images and concepts into

compositions as the first draft of a shot list.

Collaboration with Art Director
We collaborate closely with the art director to discuss all in-camera
elements, ensuring that sets, props, and set decoration harmonize

with the visual narrative.

Try Pitch
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PRE PRODUCTION COLLABORATION

Extensive Location Reconnaissance

Prior to filming, we embark on extensive location scouting trips to identify
the perfect settings that align with the director's vision.

On the top picture, we are on a recce in Babylon, Iraq for a feature film,
Ibrahim’s Journey. Here, we shot a pilot with local team of film crew scouting
for suitable background that also has to be production friendly.

Technical Reconnaissance with Lighting Team

We conduct technical reconnaissance with the lighting team, ensuring the
lighting design aligns with the visual narrative. This process includes
specitying preferred shooting times, preparation requirements, and
equipment and power needs for each setup.

Comprehensive Camera Crew Collaboration

Our collaboration with the camera crew goes beyond camera and lens
testing. We discuss specific needs, such as the use of extra cameras or
grip equipment for unique setups. As their immediate point of contact, I
facilitate seamless communication and relay their requirements.

Test Shoots

Test shooting locations, costumes, and actors is a vital part of pre-

production. It allows us to fine-tune camera and lighting techniques and

: ensure that every detail aligns with the script's visual requirements.
Try Pitch
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Working closely
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ORCHESTRATING A SYMPHONY

2: The Shooting Phase -
Captaining the
Cinematic Ship

The shooting phase is where a DoP assumes a pivotal leadership role,
guiding a dedicated team of camera operators, lighting experts and grip
crew. It's more than just overseeing; it's about stearing a ship of

expertise where each crew member plays a crucial role.

Crafting Visual Magic in Real-Time

During this phase, my role evolves into a captain of visual storytelling. I
work closely with camera operators to bring the director's vision to life
through camera angles, movements, and framing. This is where the
cinematic magic happens in real-time. Top pic, shooting in Babylon, Iraq

and below, drama series shoot on a remote island of Sweden.
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Synchronising Lighting and Atmosphere

Collaboration with lighting experts becomes even more vital.
We work together to craft the perfect visual atmosphere,
manipulating light to evoke the desired mood and emotion in
each scene. Pic. Discussions on forehand with the Gaffer

ensures that we are on track to start shoot in time.

Empowering the Grip Crew
The grip crew ensures that camera movement and stabilization
are flawless. I work hand-in-hand with this crew, ensuring that

each shot is visually stunning and technically perfect.

Immediate Point of Contact

As the DoP, I am not just the visionary behind the lens but also
the immediate point of contact for the entire team. Effective
communication is the keystone in ensuring that each shot

aligns seamlessly with the director's vision.

CRAFTING THE COLLABORATION
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Problem Solving
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FOLLOWING THE PROJECT TIL THE END

3: Post-Production -
Shaping the Final Vision

The Color Grading Process
A DoP's role doesn't end after the final shot. In post-production, we
continue to shape the visual narrative through color grading. This process

fine-tunes the colors, moods, and atmospheres to ensure the film's visual

consistency.

Top pic: In the grading suit you learn a lot on your mistakes from set.

4ps 10520 wiTC02:33:38 e sows 51 .
- - VFX and Visual Enhancement
‘ , In post-production, we collaborate with visual effects (VFX) teams to

‘ 1 —— ’:‘ create moments of magic on screen. Whether it's enhancing scenes or

o I | ;%ZG F 7 (- adding surreal elements, a DoP's influence extends into the realm of visual
, g . effects. Pic: Green or Bluescreen are still common ways to replace

AG28_C001 g St background. Today, I would also discuss with production on going into a
S N | 3R R ——=— Virtual Production studio with LED panels or projector screens.
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INSPIRATION

How a skilled DoP can clevate your next film,
maximise your production budget and control

your risk

Elevating Your
Film

A skilled Director of Photography acts as
the visual storyteller, seamlessly weaving
emotion and narrative through expert
manipulation of light and composition,
transforming a mere script into a cinematic

masterpiece.

Try Pitch

Maximising Your
Budget

A strategic DoP is not just a lens maestro
but a budget-conscious artist, employing

ingenuity to achieve high-end visuals

without compromising production quality,

ensuring your resources are optimally

utilized for maximum cinematic impact.

Controlling Your
RISk

With a seasoned DoP, risk mitigation becomes
an art form. Their ability to foresee potential
challenges, coupled with adaptability and
problem-solving skills, ensures a smoother
production process, minimising unforeseen
setbacks and preserving the creative integrity

of your project.
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Embark on a new
Cinematic Journey with
\Y[=

Thank you for exploring these insights into my role as a DoP.

['m passionate about breathing life into narratives through captivating
visuals and eager to collaborate with you to transform your film into an
unforgettable piece of cinematic mastery, resonating with audiences around
the world. With extensive experience across the entire filmmaking process,
from pre-production to post-production, I'll optimise your creative vision
while working within budget constraints.

Ready to unleash cinematic magic? Get in touch and let's craft a story that

leaves an indelible mark on the world.

NOW, LET'S CONNECT
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+46-703612049 info@nicklaskarpaty.com nicklaskarpaty.com
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